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INTERVIEWEE;  Mrs.  Bert  Brown 
INTERVIEWER;  Jeff  Nelson 


NELSON;  This  is  an  interview  with  Mrs.  Bert  Brown  for  the 
Joliet  Junior  College  Oral  History  Project  by  Jeff  Nelson 
at  East  Haven  Street,  New  Lenox,  Illinois,  on  February  6, 

1975,  at  2:00  p.m. 

NELSON:  Starting  out,  could  you  tell  us  what  are  the  earliest 

things  you  remember  here  in  New  Lenox--  the  first  thing  you 
remember  about  the  town  and  what  it  looked  like  back  when 
you  first  came? 

BROWN ;  Well,  it  was  a  village;  and  there  were  about  fifty 
houses--  everybody  knew  everybody. 

NELSON:  How  big  was  it--  what  area  did  it  cover?  Did  it 

cover  down  here  by  Route  30? 

BROWN :  Well,  it  would  be  east  of  here  to  the  track,  and  then 

west  would  be.  .  .  the  campground  was  included  in  the  village. 
South  would  be  the  railroad,  and  north  would  just  be  down  here 
to  the  creek  and  the  Rock  Island  tracks. 

NELSON :  Right  down  by  Hickory,  it  didn't  go  over? 

BROWN :  Not  when  I  was  young. 

NELSON ;  What  year  was  that--  how  long  ago? 


BROWN:  That  I  was  born? 


- 
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NELSON;  Yes. 

BROWN ;  I  was  born  tn  1890. 

NELSON;  18901  Were  you  born  here? 

BROWN ;  No.  I.  was  horn  in  Homer  Township;  and  when  I  was 
sfx  months  old,  my  parents,  who  lived  on  the  farm.  .  .  they 
lived  on  a  farm  west  of  here--  it's  about  one  mile  west  on 
Route  30.  There  are  all  houses  around  this  farm  house  now. 
There's  a  subdivision  down  there. 

NELSON ;  Is  the  house  still  there? 

BROWN :  Yes.  Just  the  house.  Then  after  we  lived  there 

about  six  or  seven  years,  my  father  bought  this  place.  We 
moved  here  in  1898. 

NELSON;  1898.  You  moved  right  here  to  this  house,  and  you've 
lived  here  ever  since?  Were  the  campgrounds  opened  then? 

BROWN :  Oh,  yes.  The  campground  was  here,  and  it  was  the 

campground;  and  they  used  to  have  religious  services  there. 
There  were  lots  of  cabins  in  there--  houses.  Many  people  owned 
plenty  of  land  there.  The  camp  meeting  used  to  be  in  the  fall 
.  .  .  it  was  late  in  the  last  week  in  August.  It  would  start 
on  Saturday  night  and  last  for  that  week  until  the  last  day 
of  August,  and  this  held  out  two  Sundays.  There  was  a  house 
there  where  the  ministers  lived.  In  later  years  there  was  a 
hotel  there,  and  that  wasn't  there  in  the^very  beginning  of 
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the  campground.  They  didn't  sell  food  there  on  the  grounds-- 
especially  on  Sunday-^-  but  afterwards  they  did. 

NELSON:  When  they  had  cabins  there,  did  they  rent  these 
cabins  out  to  people? 

BROWN :  No.  There  were  people  who  lived  here  in  New  Lenox, 
and  they  owned  them  like  houses.  I  said  cabins;  but  anyway, 
they  used  to  come  there  and  spend  the  week  during  the  camp 
meeti ng . 

NELSON:  I  see.  The  preachers  lived  right  there  on  the  camp¬ 

ground? 

BROWN :  No,  they  used  to  come  to  this  hotel;  and  there  was  an 

upstairs--  they  had  rooms  up  there.  Then  they  held  the  meet¬ 
ings  down  among  the  trees.  There  was  this  house  that  had  a 
porch  on  it  where  the  preachers  would  stand  while  they  were 
preaching.  There  were  rooms  in  there  where  they  could  stay. 
There  was  a  big  building  there  called  a  "tabernacle";  and  when 
it  was  stormy,  they  used  to  hold  their  meetings  in  there. 

NELSON :  That  was  the  big  building  at  the  top  of  the  hill? 

Is  that  the  "tabernacle"? 

BROWN :  No,  there's  nothing  there.  There  isn’t  anything  there. 
NELSON ;  We've  got  the  log  cabin  left. 


BROWN:  Well,  that's  a  scout  cabin  down  there. 


.  I  ™ . 
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NELSON;  Yes.  Let's  see.  .  .  before  you  got  married--  you 
were  married,  weren't  you? 

BROUN ;  Yes,  sure--  I  changed  my  name.  (Laughter) 

NELSON;  Before  you  got  married,  you  lived  here  in  this  town. 

Could  you  tell  me  anything  about  the  town  itself--  the  govern¬ 
ment  or  the  people  who  lived  it  it--  the  people  you  knew  or 
something  like  that? 

BROWN ;  Well,  it  was  a  village;  and  there  weren't  really.  .  . 

I  don't  just  remember  what  year  it  was  the  town  was  incorpor¬ 
ated. 

NELSON:  Could  you  tell  me  about  the  time  you  said  there 

were  streetcars  on  the  railroad? 

BROWN :  Well,  the  Rock  Island  Railroad  was  here  many  years. 

I  think  it  came  here  around  1852  or  somewhere  in  there.  Then 
the  streetcar  that  went  through  here  was  called  Joliet  &  Southern, 
and  it  ran  from  Joliet  to  Chicago  Heights. 

NELSON:  And  where  did  it  go--  where  was  the  tracks? 

BROWN :  The  track  came  up  on  what  they  call  Maple  Street  now. 

It  went  back  of  my  place,  and  then  it  came  back  on  Haven  Ave¬ 
nue  and  went  on  down  the  hill. 

NELSON ;  And  then  it  went  straight  to  Chicago? 


BROWN;  It  went  through  Frankfort. 


< 
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NELSON; 

What  business  was  your  husband  in--  what  did  he  do? 

BROWN: 

Well,  he  was  postmaster  here  at  one  time.  .  .  let's 

see*  1918,  I  think,  until  1928-“  about  10  years. 


NELSON; 

Where  was  the  post  office  run  then? 

BROWN; 

*1  he  post  office  was'  in  that  building  where  Reim's 

Hardware  Store  is. 


NELSON  ; 

Really?  That  was  the  post  office? 

BROWN : 

It  was  a  grocery  store,  and  then  the  post  office  was 

in  it  then.  That's,  how  most  all  of  the  old  villages  were  at 
that  time. 


NELSON  : 

How  did  the  mail  get  here? 

BROWN  : 

It  came  on  the  train--  on  the  Rock  Island.  They  used 

to  throw  a  mail  sack  off.  Then  the  postmaster  or  a  helper 
had  to  go  out,  pick  it  up  and  bring  it  in  to  the  post  office. 


NELSON: 

Then  what  did  they  do? 

BROWN  : 

Distribute  the  mail.  They  had  boxes  in  there,  and 

everybody  had  a  mail  box;  and  then  a  few  years  later.  .  .  well 
I  don't  remember  what  year--  the  mail  was  delivered  out  in  the 
country,  and  Severt  Batson  was  the  mail  carrier  for  many  years 


He  died 

about  two  years  ago,  and  he  was  98  years  old. 

NELSON; 

Do  you  remember  the  depression?  How  long  did  the  de- 

pression  hit  New  Lenox--  was  it  rough? 


ii 


10 


BROWN ;  It  was  kinda  hard  on  some  people.  In  those  days, 
we  made  a  garden,  and  the  women  did  a  lot  of  canning--  vege¬ 
tables*  fruit.  I  don't  really  remember  what  they  called  it, 
but  they  gathered  clothing;  and  people  who  were  really  hard 
up  used  to  go  and  get  clothing--  dresses  and  coats  and  men's 
clothing. 

NELSON:  Free? 

BROWN :  I  don't  remember. 

NELSON:  I  don't  know  if  you  want  to  answer  this  or  not,  but 

were  there  any  bootleggers  here  in  New  Lenox?  You  know  Joliet 
was  famous,  for  the  crooks  and  everything. 

BROWN :  I  don't  think  so.  I  can't  remember  that  there  were. 

NELSON :  Did  you  ever  hear  anything  from  Joliet  like  that? 

BROWN :  I  don't  remember.  (Laughter)  There  weren't  any 

taverns  in  this  town  for  many  years.  They  weren't  allowed 
to  come  in  here  because  the  campground  had  a  .  .  .  I  think 
it  was  called  a  state  charter  for  99  years,  and  they  couldn't 
start  a  tavern  .  .  .  Well,  it  was  a  saloon  in  those  days, 
within  a  half  a  mile  of  the  campground.  So  we  never  had  any 
liquor  here  for  many  years. 

NELSON ;  Well,  really  the  campground  was  the  whole  town? 


BROWN:  Well,  not  exactly. 


. 
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NELSON ;  Was  there  a  blacksmith's  shop  here  in  town? 

BROWN :  Yes,  and  it  was  well,  what  you'd  call  Cedar 
Street  now  ~~  North  Cedar,  and  there  was  a  lot  of  trucks 
standing  there  where  it  used  to  be.  And  there  used  to  be 
a  tree  there  at  the  edge  of  the  street,  and  I  think  it  was 
a  soft  Maple.  There  were  a  couple  of  small  houses  in  there 
the  blacksmith  lived  in  one  of  them.  There  was  a  colored 
blacksmith  here  for  many  years,  and  he  and  his  wife  were 
going  over  to  Joliet  to  an  opossum  dinner  on  Thanksgiving; 
and  they  were  over  at  the  railroad  station  --  at  that  time 
it  was  under  the  elevator  that  stands  there.  And  they  were 
there;  and  when  the  train  came,  they  stepped  out  --  the 
train  came  from  the  other  way,  and  they  didn't  see  it,  and 
they  were  both  killed.  He,  and  his  wife  was  with  him,  and 
they  were  both  killed.  I  don't  know  their  names. 

NELSON:  Were  there  any  other  kinds  of  businesses  in  town 

besides  the  blacksmith  and  the  post  office? 

BROWN :  Oh,  there  was  a  drugstore,  and  it  stood  .  .  .  well, 

when  you  come  across  the  tracks  and  turn  to  the  right,  there 
was  a  drugstore  there.  And  then  west  of  that  there  was  a  -- 
they  called  it  a  livery  stable;  Kennedy  had  a  livery  stable 
there  rented  out  horses. 

NELSON;  How  much  did  that  cost? 


BROWN:  I  don't  remember  --  not  very  much! 


‘ 
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NELSON;  Pennies,  considered  to  now] 

BROUN :  Probably  a  dollar  and  so  much  an  hour. 

NELSON;  Did  you  have  horses,  here? 


BROWN :  Yes.  My  father  had  two  or  three  horses. 

NELSON:  What  were  they? 

BROWN ;  Two  of  them  were  race  horses.  We  used  to  like  to  go 
to  the  county  fairs  around,  and  they  always  had  horse  races. 
We  had  one  little  horse  called  Billie  Ann  --  he  was  a  pacer. 
I  don't  know,  he  won  some  races  at  different  times.  Then 
we  had  another  one,  and  her  name  was  Rovery  --  I  don't  re¬ 
member  the  other  name,  and  I  guess  she  won  some  races. 


NELSON :  Did  the  town  ever  have  any  big  fires  or  any  catas¬ 

trophes  or  anything  back  then  like  with  the  campground? 
Whatever  happened  to  the  campgrounds? 

BROWN :  Well,  that  just  happened  a  few  years  ago  when  the 

Methodist  Church  bought  the  campground.  They  bought  all  of 
that  land,  and  they  had  all  of  the  buildings  destroyed.  I 
don't  know  how  they  did  it,  but  some  of  them  they  tore  down. 
Some  people  took  the  lumber,  and  they  moved.  There  isn't 
anything  there  anymore  --  just  the  woodsl 

NELSON;  Do  you  remember  World  War  I?  You  know,  how  did  it 


effect  a  little  village  like  this? 


' 


■ 
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BROVIN ;  It  was  ahout  the  same  as  other  places.  Some  of  the 
boys  were  called  and  had  to  go  to  war  --  there  were  several 
of  them.  I  don’t  just  remember  a  lot  about  it;  but  I  didn't 
have  any  brothers,  so  I  didn't  really  have  anyone  to  go. 

NELSON:  Now  about  the  schools?  You  went  to  school  out  here. 

BROWN :  Well,  we  had  this  one  school,  and  that  was  on  the 
south  side  of  where  the  neighborhood  cemetery  is  now.  Later 
then  --  a  few  years  back,  some  people  bought  the  schoolhouse, 
and  they  tore  it  down;  then  this  land,  they  used  for  the 
cemetery.  Then  they  built  this  school  out  on  Haven  Avenue. 

I  think  that  was  built  in  about  1928. 

NELSON :  Do  you  remember  anything  about  school?  Could  you 

tell  me  what  it  was  like? 

BROWN :  Well,  I  went  to  the  old  school  down  there  just  this 

side  of  the  campground. 

NELSON:  The  schools  now  are  different  than  what  it  was 
then  - -  could  you  tell  me  about  it? 

BROWN :  There  was  just  two  rooms.  Down  in  the  first  floor 

they  had  four  grades  --  the  first,  second,  third,  and  fourth. 
Then  the  upstairs  was  fifth,  sixth,  seventh,  and  eighth 
grades . 

NELSON ;  And  you  went 'through  eighth  grade  there  at  one 


school ? 


■ 


. 
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BROWN;  Yes.. 

NELSON:  Was  it  hard  --  what  did  they  teach? 

BROWN :  Well,  they  taught  (laughter)  reading,  writing,  and 
arithmetic,  and  spelling  .  .  .  I  don't  know.  One  thing  I 
remember  when  I  was  in  school  --  we  used  to  have  books,  and 
they  were  called  penmanship  books.  We  had  to  learn  to 
write,  and  there  w as  always  a  sentence  at  the  top  of  each 
page,  and  we  had  to  learn  to  write  like  that.  There  was  one 
time  I  had  a  teacher,  and  the  sentence  at  the  top  of  one  of 
the  pages  was:  "Be  careful  of  to  whom  you  speak  and  how  and 
when  and  where."  And  she  told  me  to  remember  that.  It 
would  help  me  many  times  in  thinking  things  out,  and  I  have 
learned  it's  true. 

NELSON :  True.  Do  you  remember  anything  about  Joliet?  Like 
do  you  remember  when  they  built  the  canal? 

BROWN :  No,  I  don't  remember  --  that  was  a  long  time  ago. 

They  built  a  new  courthouse  over  there,  you  know,  a  few  years 
ago  and  tore  the  old  one  down.  I  think  there  was  some  pic¬ 
tures  there.  There  were  only  two  churches  here  for  many 
years.  There  was  an  Episcopalian  Church  and  the  Methodist. 
The  Methodist  Church  was  built  in  1889. 

NELSON;  It's  that  old? 

BROWN;  I  don't  remember.  The  Episcopal  Church  was  here 


longer  years.  I  think  it's  about  100  years  old  --  I'm  not 


' 
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sure.  It's  been  here  ever  since  I  can  remember. 


NELSON: 

It  used  to  have  a  steeple  on  top  of  it,  didn't  it? 

BROWN: 

This  church  did  have  a  steeple, too;  but  I  think 

they  decided  it  wasn't  safe,  and  one  of  the  pastors  that 
was.  here  decided  to  take  it  down,  which  they  did. 


NELSON: 

What  was  that  snow  you  were  talking  about  before? 

BROWN: 

Oh,  (laughter)  that  was  in  1918.  It  started  in  -- 

let's  see  I  think  that  would  be  in  January,  and  it  snow¬ 

ed  all  day.  At  that  time  I  was  working  in  Chicago.  The 
train  left  Chicago  around  5  o'clock, and  it  didn't  get  out 
here  until  9  o'clock.  The  snow  was  so  deep  you  could  hardly 
walk  out  to  the  train.  There  was  no  trains  that  went  the 
next  day.  There  was  no  way  to  go  to  Chicago  or  get  there 
at  all. 


NELSON: 

What  did  you  do  in  Chicago? 

BROWN: 

I  worked  for  the  Rock  Island. 

NELSON  : 

Oh ,  really? 

BROUN: 

That  was  some  50  years  ago. 

NELSON  :  What  did  you  do? 

BROWN ;  I  worked  as  a  freight  clerk  --  the  freight  department 


>  • 


a 
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NELSON;  What  did  you  do  though.?  What  was  your  job? 

BROWN ;  Well,  I  don't  know  .  .  .  The  weigh  bills  were  in 
there,  and  we  had  to  sort  them.  I  don't  remember  too  much 
about  it. 

NELSON:  You  said  you  think  this  house  is  one  of  the  oldest? 

BROWN :  It  is,  in  a  way,  because  it's  never  been  remodeled 
--  it's  just  the  same;  it's  never  been  changed  inside.  The 
houses  across  the  street  --  the  one  there  where  Don  Anderson 
lives  --  that's  the  oldest  one,  across  the  street.  The  others 
that  lived  there  burned  down;  then  these  others  were  built 
later  in  years.  When  my  folks  moved  here,  this  was  the 
only  place  on  this  side  of  the  street;  there  wasn't  anything 
east  of  us.  There  was  a  store  on  the  corner,  and  that  was 
Babson's  Store. 

NELSON:  What  corner? 

BROWN :  It  was  on  the  store  where  the  telephone  office  is, 

on  Haven  Avenue,  and  then  down  on  Streator.  It  was  there 
for  many  years.  Sidney  Babson  was  there,  and  Homer  Babson 
was  his  brother,  and  they  had  a  sister  --  Anna  Parsons  -- 
who  used  to  work  in  there.  Then  in  later  years  Archie  Cork 
bought  it.  Mr.  Babson,  Homer  Babson,  was  postmaster  at 
one  time  --  then  in  later  years  Archie  Cork  was  postmaster. 

If  you  look  in  the  post  office,  you'll  see  four  pictures  there 
of  the  four  past  postmasters. 
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NELSON;  Can  you  tell  me  more  about  the  ciiurch  campgrounds, 
something  you  haven't  said? 

BROWN :  Well,  this  church  bought  the  ground;  and  they  paid 
$50,000  for  it.  It  took  quite  a  while  to  get  enough  money 
to  pay  for  it,  but  they  finally  made  it;  and  they  own  it 
now.  There  has  been  some  talk  about  building  a  new  church, 
but  there  hasn't  been  anything  done  about  it  lately.  I 
think  another  old  house  is  that  one  where  Mrs.  Emily  lives, 
and  it's  on  the  corner  of  Haven  Avenue  and  they  usually  call 
that  Oak  Street  now.  The  Emily's  have  lived  there  a  long 
time;  however,  they  didn't  build  it.  They  came  in  there  -- 
they  used  to  run  the  telephone  office  --  I  don't  know  what 
year  it  was,  but  they  were  there  for  many  years.  Mrs.  Emily 
still  lives  there,  but  he  passed  away  this  past  winter. 

NELSON;  Could  you  tell  me  about  the  telephone  office? 

BROWN ;  Well,  it  was  called  the  "Central,"  and  two  or  three 
people  took  care  of  it.  Somebody  had  to  be  right  there  -- 
it  was  like  a  desk,  you  know;  and  all  these  telephones  had 
numbers.  In  those  days,  you  had  to  call  in,  and  the  operator 
would  give  you  the  number  that  you  called.  I'm  not  an  ex¬ 
pert  at  things  like  that.  They  used  to  hire  a  girl  to  help 
sometimes  --  they  would  work  half  a  day  --  and  I  don't  think 
the  place  was  open  at  night  unless  it  was  an  emergency  or 
something  like  that,  and  then  they  would  answer. 
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NELSON;  Did  you  have  a  police  department  here? 

BROWN ;  No.  We  didn't  have  any  police.  I  think  the  one 
fire  I  remember  was  when  I  mentioned  the  drug  store  down 
there.  It  got  on  fire  once,  and  it  burnt!  It  was  in  the 
night,  and  I  can  remember  everybody  getting  up  and  running 
down  there.  There  was  no  fire  department;  and,  of  course, 
the  men  used  to  grab  a  bucket  and  get  water  and  help  try 
to  put  out  the  fire. 

NELSON ;  They  didn't  have  a  fire  department  here? 

BROWN ;  No.  They  had  a  fire  department  for  .  .  .  I  don't 
know  .  .  .  not  too  many  years.  I  can't  remember  what  year 
they  started.  John  Francis  was  the  one  who  organized  the 
fire  department.  I  can't  say  whether  it  would  be  maybe 
twenty  years  or  something  like  that. 

NELSON:  During  the  depression  you  said  they  planted  gardens 

and  stuff.  Did  they  go  hunting,  and  did  you  have  a  good 
Christmas? 

BROWN :  Well,  we  had  the  same  as  always.  I  think  there  were 

some  people  who  were  on  what  they  called  relief.  They  didn't 
have  any  work.  Then  there  was  that  W.P.A.,  and  they  used  to 
work  .  .  . 

NELSON;  What  does  W.P.A.  stand  for?  What  did  they  do  for 


work? 
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BROWN ;  They  used  to  go  along  the  road  cutting  weeds.  Well, 
they  all  had  a  shovel  and  a  hoe;  and  they  went  along  and 
cut  weeds  and  put  gravel  here  and  there.  That  was  on  what 
they  call  Route  30.  The  women  at  one  time  used  to  meet, 
and  they  used  to  can  vegetables.  We  had  a  group  that  used  to 
come  to  the  Methodist  Church  kitchen  in  the  basement  one  day 
a  week;  and  we  used  to  can  corn,  beans,  and  peas, and  all 
kinds  of  vegetables.  There  was  a  lady  from  Mo ken  a  who  was 
the  ...  I  don't  know  what  you'd  call  her  .  .  .  but  she  used 
to  come  over  and  help  us  with  the  canning.  They  had  to  have 
a  pressure  cooker,  a  big  pressure  cooker.  We  canned  every 
week  --  we'd  be  in  there.  That's  about  all  I  can  remember 
about  it.  We  were  fortunate  --  we  were  not  rich;  but  we  man¬ 
aged  during  the  depression  because  we  had  a  big  garden,  and 
we  had  just  about  everything. 

NELSON:.  How  many  people  lived  in  the  house? 

BROWN :  This  house  .  .  .  my  husband. 

NELSON:  I  mean  your  family  --  your  mom  and  dad  and  you. 

BROWN :  Well,  my  father  and  mother,  and  I  had  one  sister. 

There  was  four  of  us.  That  was  a  long  time  ago  --  that  was 
long  before  the  depression.  She  was  married  and  lived  on  a 
farm  at  that  time.  Then  afterwards  I  took  care  of  my  folks, 
and  I  got  married;  I  never  left  here.  Then  there  was  a 
Women's  Club  in  New  Lenox  --  it  was  formed  a  long  time  ago  -- 
and  I  think  they  had  a  hundred  members.  They  are  the  ones  who 
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started  the  library  here,  organized  it,  and  got  it  started. 

NELSON ;  How  long  has  the  library  been  here?  Was  the  library 
always  on  this  one  building  here? 

BROWN ;  This  one  over  here  hasn't.  No,  it  was  started  --  I 
think  it  was.  over  at  the  barber  shop  where  Amos  Bruns  had 
the  barber  shop.  That  was  down  on  Maple.  They,  at  one  time, 
had  a  room  in  the  Haven  School.  It  was  upstairs,  and  the  books 
were  all  there.  I  guess  I  made  a  mistake  --  I  think  they 
started  there,  and  then  they  moved  down  on  Maple.  Then  there 
was  a  store  built  over  here.  Some  people  built  a  store; 
then  they  didn't  want  it  anymore,  and  then  the  library  came 
in  there. 

NELSON:  Where  was  the  barber  shop? 

BROWN :  That  was  over  here  on  Church  Street. 

NELSON:  The  barber  shop  was? 

BROWN :  Oh,  no,  the  barber  shop  was  down  on  West  Maple  Street. 

It  was  on  the  corner  of  Maple  and  Pine  Street. 

NELSON :  How  long  was  that  barber  shop  there? 

BROWN :  It  was  there  a  long  time.  Amos  Bruns  was  the  barber; 

he  was  here  for  ...  I  think  he  had  the  barber  shop  for  50 
years.  When  he  came  into  New  Lenox,  he  was  looking  for  a 
place  to  start  his  barber  shop;  and  he  happened  to  go  into 
a  store  where  my  husband  was  --  in  that  store  across  the 
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street  ~~  and  fie  asked  him  if  he  knew  where  he  could  get 
started  with  hfs  barber  shop.  So  finally  he  happened  to 
think  that  there  was  room  in  the  back  of  the  store,  so  he 
told  him  ho  could  start  in  there;  and  he  did.  He  wasn't 
there  very  long  until  he  got  this  store.  I  don't  remember 
what  was  in  there;  but  they  didn't  want  it  anymore,  and  he 
started  his  barber  shop  in  there. 

NELSON:  What  happened  to  him?  What  happened  to  the  barber 

shop? 

BROWN :  To  the  barber  .  .  .  he's  retired. 

NELSON:  What  about  the  shop?  There's  not  a  shop  there  any¬ 
more  . 

BROWN :  Oh,  the  bank  took  it  years  ago  --  there  used  to  be 

the  bank  there  on  the  corner.  Then  there  was  a  house  east 
of  that  and  another  house;  and  then  the  bank  came  in  there, 
and  they  bought  .  .  .  I  don't  know  .  .  .  there's  so  many 
people,  and  it  changed  so  many  times.  Oust  a  few  years  ago  the 
bank  remodeled,  and  they  bought  all  of  that  land  in  there. 

There  was  a  Sinclair  that  lived  in  the  one  house.  I  don't 
know,  I  think  it  was  Feeps  that  lived  in  the  other  one  --  the 
new  one. 

NELSON;  Do  you  remember  when  the  bank  was  built? 

BROWN:  Yes,  I  remember;  but  I  don't  remember  the  year. 
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NELSON;  Was  it  i.n  the  same  place  it  is  now? 

BROWN:  Yes. 

NELSON :  Was  it  ever  robbed  or  anything? 

BROWN :  Not  that  I  know  of.  I  don't  think  so  --  if  there 
ever  was  anyone  that  tried  to  rob  it,  we. didn't  know  about 
it.  I  had  never  heard  that  it  was.  Of  course,  it's  much 
larger  now  --  there  are  a  lot  of  people  working  there.  They 
have  a  parking  lot  on  the  east  side.  I  can  remember  when 
the  depot  was  built,  but  I  just  can't  remember  the  date  .  .  . 
Well,  there's  a  date  on  there  - -  on  this  side  on  the  foundation 
the  date  is.  there;  and  I  don't  know,  it's  1902  or  something 
like  that. 

NELSON :  Where  was  it  before  that? 

BROWN :  '  It  was  under  the  elevator.  The  elevator  stands  down 
there  now;  it's  still  there.  It  was  under  there.  The  train 
stopped  there,  and  there  was  a  passenger  room;  and  it  had 
seats  in  there,  and  you  went  in  there  and  waited  for  the  train. 
You  could  buy  your  ticket  there,  and  there  was  a  station  agent. 

NELSON:  What  were  the  trains  like  then? 

BROWN ;  Oh,  steam  engines. 

NELSON ;  The  cars  you  rode  in  --  what  were  they  like? 


BROWN :  Well,  they  had  different  kinds.  Some  of  the  seats 
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had  kind  of  a  big  high,  hack;  then  there  was  a  velvet  cushion 
in  back,.  There  w:as  another  coach  that  had  a  straw  --  the 
seats  were  different  they  were  straw,  like  a  matting.  I 
think  they  used  those  more  in  the  summer  time.  (Laughter) 

NELSON :  Di.d  the  streetcar  come  to  the  same  place  the  rail¬ 
road  did? 

BROWN ;  No,  the  streetcar  was.  on  Maple  Street.  There  was  a 
building,  and  it  would  be  .  .  .  Route  30  would  go  right 
through  it  now  if  it  was  there.  It  was  a  store  like  .  .  . 

Mr.  Hilton  built  it.  Come  to  think  of  it,  I  think  he  was 
postmaster  in  there;  the  mail  used  to  be  there.  They  had  a 
great  big  porch  out  on  the  front  of  it,  and  you  could  go  in 
there  and  wait  for  the  streetcar  --  I  guess  they  sold  tickets 
in  there.  We  have  the  Haven  School  on  the  corner  of  Haven 
and  South  Cedar.  Now  we  have  the  new  schools  over  on  .  .  . 
one  is  called  the  Haines  School,  and  the  other  one  is  Oakview. 
There's  a  street  that  runs  down  there  --  I  think  they  call  it 
Haines  Avenue.  Of  course,  out  east  of  here  is  Lincoln- Way 
High  School.  They  are  all  new. 

NELSON :  Did  the  church  campgrounds  bring  many  people  here? 

BROWN ;  Well,  years  and  years  ago  they  used  to  bring  a  lot  of 
people  here.  There  was  the  Rock  Island  Railroad,  and  then 
there  was  the  Wabash  Railroad  east  of  here.  They  used  to 
bring  people  to  the  religious  services  on  Sunday;  and  they 
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used  to  come  from  south,  of  here  as  far  as  Symerton,  Custer 
Park  and  Manhattan.  They  would  get  off  the  train  and  get 
off  and  walk  to  the  campground. 

NELSON ;  There  was  a  train  station  on  these  tracks  over 
here? 

BROWN :  Yes,  there  was. 

NELSON:  Where  was  that? 

BROWN :  Where  those  two  buildings  are  now  down  there.  There 
was  a  road  there  that  went  up  a  little  bit  south,  and  the 
station  was  there. 

NELSON:  It  was  south  of  Highway  30? 

BROWN :  Yes. 

NELSON :  How  long  ago  was  t'hat  --  before  it  disappeared? 

What  happened  to  it? 

BROWN :  Oh,  it's  been  gone  a  long  time.  I  don't  know;  I 

can't  remember.  It's  been  many  years  since  it  was  there;  but 
there  was  a  board  walk  that  went  down  past  here;  it  was  on 
the  other  side  of  the  street,  and  it  went  down  the  hill  and 
to  this  driveway  that  went  up  to  the  depot.  I've  seen  as 
many  as  5QQ  or  600  people  get  off  the  train  and  go  over  to 
the  campground  on  Sunday.  It  was  --  one  Sunday  --  (I  don't 


know  the  year)  they  claim  there  was  a  bishop  there  who's 
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name  was  Bishop  Quyi.l  .  I  think  he  was  from  New  York.  There 
was  about  4000  people  there  that  Sunday,  and  that  was  a  big 
eyent  for  New  Lenox.  There  used  to  be,  on  the  corner  over 
there  from  Haven  Avenue  and  North  Cedar,  and  on  the  west  side, 
there  was  kind  of  a  hotel  there  many  years  ago.  I  can  remember 
the  building,  but  I  can't  remember  who  used  to  own  it.  It  got 
onfireandburned. 

NELSON :  Is  that  one  here  on  the  corner? 

BROWN ;  It's  not  there  now.  There  is  a  new  house  that's  there 
now.  Later  Archie  Cork  bought -the  land,  and  they  bought  a  new 
house  .  .  .  well,  I  say  "new";  but  it's  50  years  old. 

NELSON :  That  will  be  the  end  of  it,  unless  you  want  to  add 

something  to  it.  Like  if  you  can  think  of  something  you 
haven't  said  yet  about  the  town  when  it  was  older.  Anything 
.  you  haven't  said  yet?  It  sounds  like  you've  gone  over  the 
complete  town  already.  Is  there  anything  else  you  can  add? 

B ROWN :  There  was  a  man  by  the  name  of  Gaylord  that  came  here, 
and  he  and  another  man  .  .  .  I  don't  know  what  his  name  was 
now,  but  it's  in  the  old  history  books.  They  organized  the 
whole  town  .  .  .  started  the  town.  In  the  beginning,  I  men¬ 
tioned  Maple  Street  --  that  was  known  as  Tracey,  and  then 
afterwards  they  changed  the  name  to  New  Lenox. 

NELSON:  Do  you  know  what  the  first  building  in  New  Lenox 


was? 
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BROUN ;  No,  I  don't.  There  is  an  old  history  book  that  some¬ 
body  wrote  that  does  tell  about  the  people  --  you  know,  the 

people  who  came  in  here.  Come  to  think  about  it,  the  first 

post  office  was  down  at  what  they  call  Gougar  Crossing,  That 

wasn't  right  in  the  village;  that  was  west  of  here. 

NELSON:  That's  where  the  first  post  office  was? 

BROWN :  Yes,  New  Lenox  Township. 

NELSON:  Thank  you  very  much,  Mrs.  Brown.  It  has  been  a  very 


interesting  interview. 
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